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PATENT 
Docket No. IDS-1 13250 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants : Michael Blood et al. 

Serial No. :unassigned Art Unit: unassigned 

Filed : December 14, 1999 Examiner: unassigned 

For : Aircraft Cabin Telephony Test Unit 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Box PATENT APPLICATION 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

This Preliminary Amendment is being filed along with a new patent application. Prior to 
examination, please enter this Preliminary Amendment and amend the enclosed patent 
application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 5, line 13, after "an" delete "STD" and substitute -STB-- therefor. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please ADD the following new claims 7-14: 
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- 7. A method of testing a cabin telephony system, comprising the steps of: 
indicating a presence of an AC voltage when a test unit is connected to a cabin delivery 

system connector of the cabin telephony system; 

detecting a presence of data signals when the test unit is connected to the cabin delivery 

system connector; 

indicating a presence of DC voltage when the test unit is connected to a seat telephony 
box of the cabin telephony system; and 

detecting an over-current condition when the test unit is connected to the cabin delivery 
system connector. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein: 

the cabin delivery system connector is located at the junction of a cabin delivery system 
and a zone telephony box. 

9. The method of claim 7, wherein: 

the test unit includes an AC voltage module, an El signal module, a DC power module, 
and a pair of connectors, and further comprising the step of: 

selectively coupling the AC voltage module, the El signal module, and the DC power 
module to the pair of connectors as a function of the AC voltage present on the pair of 
connectors. 

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of: 
detecting the presence of inbound El signals. 

2 
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1 1 . The method of claim 1 0, further comprising the step of: 
detecting the presence of outbound El signals. 

12. The method of claim 9, wherein: 

the AC voltage module includes a plurality of voltage detect units, wherein each of the 
plurality of voltage detect units includes a window comparator and a current source coupled to 
the window comparator. 

13. The method of claim 9, wherein: 

the El signals include pulses having a duration, and further comprising the step of: 
lengthening the duration of the pulses. 

14. A test unit for a cabin telephony system, comprising: 

means for indicating a presence of an AC voltage when a test unit is connected to a cabin 
delivery system connector of the cabin telephony system; 

means for detecting a presence of data signals when the test unit is connected to the cabin 
delivery system connector; 

means for indicating a presence of DC voltage when the test unit is connected to a seat 
telephony box of the cabin telephony system; and 

means for detecting an over-current condition when the test unit is connected to the cabin 
delivery system connector. — 
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REMARKS 

Page 5, line 13 of the specification has been amended to correct an inadvertent 
typographical error. New claims 7-14 have been added to cover subject matter disclosed but 
inadvertenly omitted from the original claims. Entry of the amendment and examination in due 
course are respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: December 14, 1999 




Registration No. 37,634 

(202) 857-7887 Telephone 
(202) 857-7929 Facsimile 

AT&T Corp. 
P.O. Box 4110 
Middletown, NJ 07748 
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AIRCRAFT CABIN TELEPHONY TEST UNIT 
Background of the Invention 

5 Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to test units for telephony systems, and 
more particularly to a test unit for an aircraft cabin telephony system. 

10 Related Art 

Modern commercial aircraft include telephony systems for the use of their 
passengers. From time to time, these systems require routine maintenance or 
troubleshooting. This is commonly accomplished by connecting a personal computer 
15 to the cabin telecommunications system (CTU), a lengthy and difficult process. In 
addition, this process requires an expensive personal computer running custom 
software as a diagnostic tool. 

Summary of the Invention 

20 

The present invention is a test unit for an aircraft cabin telephony system. 
According to one embodiment of the invention, the test unit includes: a pair of 
connectors for inserting the test unit in-line within the system; an AC voltage module 
that is operative to indicate the presence of an AC voltage when the test unit is 
25 connected to the Cabin Delivery System connector of the cabin telephony system; a 
signal module that is operative to detect the presence of data signals when the test 
unit is connected to the Cabin Delivery System connector; a DC power module that 
is operative to indicate the presence of DC voltage when the test unit is connected to 
a seat telephony box within the cabin telephony system; and an AC current module 
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that is operative to detect an over-current condition when the test unit is connected 
to the Cabin Delivery System connector of the cabin telephony system. 

According to an aspect of the invention, the test unit further includes a relay 
bank operative to selectively couple the AC voltage module, signal module, and DC 
5 power module to the pair of connectors as a function of the AC voltage present on 
the connectors. 

According to another aspect of the invention, the signal module includes 
means for detecting the presence of El signals. 

According to another aspect of the invention, the AC voltage module is an 
10 AC voltage detect unit having a window comparator and a current source coupled to 
the comparator. 

According to another aspect of the invention, the signal module includes an 
inbound El signal module configured to detect the presence of inbound El signals 
and an outbound El signal module configured to detect the presence of outbound El 
15 signals. 

According to another aspect of the invention, each of the El signal modules 
includes a monostable multivibrator configured to lengthen the duration of the pulses 
of the El signal. 

One advantage of the present invention is that it can be applied at any point 
20 in a CTS or ACTS where a DB-15 connector is available without injuring the 
operator or damaging the system. 

Further features and advantages of the present invention as well as the 
structure and operation of various embodiments of the present invention are 
described in detail below with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

25 

Brief Description of the Figures 

The present invention will be described with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 
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FIG. 1 depicts a test unit according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is block diagram of a cabin telephony system (CTS) according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
5 FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an advanced cabin telephony system (ACTS) 

according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a functional block diagram of a test unit according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an AC voltage module and relays according to 
1 0 an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGS. 6A and 6B present an electrical schematic diagram of a test unit 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

15 

FIG. 1 depicts a test unit 100 according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. Test unit 100 includes two connectors Jl and PI (illustrated in FIG. 4) for 
inserting test unit 100 in-line at various test points within a cabin telephony system 
(CTS) or advanced cabin telephony system (ACTS). Test unit 100 also includes a 

20 plurality of light-emitting diodes (LEDs) for indicating the status of the connection 
at the insertion test point. Test unit 100 is designed to be inserted at various points 
in the cabin telephony system, and to test multiple telephony functions, without 
damaging the cabin telephony system or the test unit. 

FIG. 2 is block diagram of a cabin telephony system (CTS) 200 according to 

25 an embodiment of the present invention. CTS 200 includes a cabin telephony unit 
(CTU) 202, a zone telephony box (ZTB) 204, and a plurality of arm rest telephones 
(ART) 206A through 206N. In CTS 200, ZTB 204 is of type I, and is commonly 
referred to as a "ZTB F, and ARTs 206 are of type I. The components of CTS 200 
are well known in the relevant art. 
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Test unit 100 can be inserted at any point in CTS 200 where a DB15 
connector is available. Referring to FIG. 2, such a connector is available at test point 
208, which is located where cabin delivery system (CDS) 210 meets ZTB 1 204. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an advanced cabin telephony system (ACTS) 
5 300 according to an embodiment of the present invention. ACTS 300 includes a CTU 
302, a zone telephony box (ZTB) 304, a plurality of seat telephony boxes (STBs) 
312A, B, C, D, and a plurality of ARTs 306A, B, C. In ACTS 300, ZTB 304 is of 
type n, and is commonly referred to as a "ZTB IT, and ARTs 306 are of type H or HI. 
The components of ACTS 300 are well known in the relevant art. Referring to FIG. 
10 3, each STB 312 can serve up to three handsets 306. ZTBII 304 can support up to 
four daisy chains of STB's. Each daisy chain can include up to four STB's. 

Test unit 100 can be inserted at any point in ACTS 300 where a DB15 
connector is available. Referring to FIG. 3, DB15 connectors are available at test 
points 308A through 308J. Specifically, test point 308A is located where CDS line 
15 310 connects to ZTB H 304; test points 308C, D, E, I are located at the input of each 
STB 312; test point 308B is located at the output of ZTB II 304; test point 308 J is 
located at the output of STB 31 2D; and test points 308F, G, H are located where any 
ART 306 connects to an STB. 

CTS 200 and ACTS 300 deliver telephony services to aircraft passengers via 
20 ARTs 206 and 306. In these systems, the telecommunication protocol employed is 
El, which is a European time-division multiple-access communication protocol that 
is well-known in the relevant arts. 

FIG. 4 is a functional block diagram of test unit 100 according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. Test unit 100 includes connectors PI and Jl. 
25 In a preferred embodiment, connector PI is a DB15P connector, and connector Jl is 
a DB15S connector. Each pin of connector PI is wired to the corresponding pin of 
connector Jl by one of conductors 402 

An AC current module 404 is connected in-line between pins 2, 6, and 13 of 
the connectors PI and Jl. Nominally, at least one of these lines will be hot when test 
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unit 100 is inserted at test point 208 or 308 A. The module 404 includes three LEDs 
DS8, DS9, and DS10, one for each line. When an over-current condition occurs on 
any of the lines, the corresponding LED is lit. An over-current condition can occur 
in a line when, for example, a short circuit involves the line. 
5 Test unit 100 also includes an AC voltage module 406, a DC power module 

408, and an El signal module 410. Modules 406, 408 and 410 are selectively coupled 
to particular conductors 402 by a relay bank 412. Relay bank 412 is controlled by AC 
voltage module 406 according to which of conductors 402 is hot, as described in 
detail below. 

1 0 AC power may appear on any of pins 2, 5 and 1 3 when test unit 1 00 is applied 

at the CDS connection (test point 208 or 308A). AC voltage module 406 skims 
power from at least one of these three lines to provide DC power to the rest of test 
unit 100. However, when the test unit is applied at an STD, no AC power is present. 
The test unit relies on the 6.5-volt and 12-volt DC power lines at those connections. 

15 AC voltage module 406 selectively lights three LEDs DS1, DS2 and DS3, 

one for each potentially hot pin. Each of LEDs DS1, DS2 and DS3 is a two-color 
LED. When an LED is green, power is present on the corresponding pin and is 
within acceptable voltage levels. When an LED is red, power is present on the 
corresponding pin, but not within acceptable voltage levels. When an LED is unlit, 

20 power is not present on the corresponding pin. 

DC power module 408 selectively lights two LEDs to indicate the presence 
of DC power. DC power module 408 is coupled to pin 10 of conductors 402 by relays 
412 when test unit 100 is applied to an ART port, such as test points 308B through 
308J. When a 6.5-volt DC signal is present on pin 10, LED DS6 is lit. When a 12- 

25 volt DC signal is present on pin 1 0, LED DS7 is lit. 

The signals generated by an ART microphone are sent to the CTU on the 
inbound signal lines. Signals directed to the earpiece of an ART travel to the ART 
from the CTU on the outbound signal lines. These signals are available in El format 
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only at the CDS connection (test point 208 or 308A). Therefore, these functions are 
only operative when the test unit is connected to the CDS connection. 

El signal module 410 receives a DC power supply from AC voltage module 
406, and is selectively coupled to the inbound and outbound lines of conductors 402 
5 by relay bank 412. El signal module 410 selectively lights two LEDs DS4 and DS5. 
When an El signal is present on the inbound conductor, LED DS4 is lit. When an El 
signal is present on the outbound conductor, LED DS5 is lit. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of AC voltage module 406 and relays 412 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. Referring to FIG. 5, AC 
1 0 voltage module 406 includes three bridge rectifier circuits 502A, B, C and three AC 
voltage detect circuits 504A, B, C. Each rectifier circuit 502 receives power from a 
different pair of conductors 402 and provides a DC power signal. Bridge rectifiers 
5 02 A, B, C also provide DC power signals a', V, and c', respectively. 

If test unit 100 is connected at test point 308A in FIG. 3, AC voltage detect 
1 5 circuits 504A will monitor the AC power quality for STB loops 0 and 2. AC voltage 
detect circuits 504B monitors AC power quality only when the test unit is connected 
at test point 308A. When so connected, AC voltage detect circuit 504B monitors AC 
power quality for STB loops 1 and 3. AC voltage detect circuit 504C monitors AC 
quality when connected to any STB. These connections include test points 308B 
20 through 308J illustrated in FIG. 3. 

Relay bank 412 includes three relays Kl, K2 and K3. Each of DC power 
signals a', b', and c' energizes one of the relays K when it receives an AC voltage. 
When a relay K is energized, it disconnects a corresponding bridge rectifier circuit 
from its inputs, and instead connects these inputs to one or more of the modules of 
25 test unit 100. 

FIGS. 6A and 6B present an electrical schematic diagram of test unit 100 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

As mentioned above, test unit 100 includes three AC current modules 404, 
one for each possibly hot lead (leads 2, 6 and 13). Each AC current module 404 
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includes an LED DS8, DS9 or DS10, a resistor R37, R38, or R39, and a diode D15, 
D16, or D17, connected in parallel, respectively, as shown in the detail of FIG. 6 A. 

As mentioned above, AC voltage module 406 includes three bridge rectifier 
circuits 502A, B, C, shown in more detail in FIG. 6A. Each bridge rectifier 502 
provides 26.4 DC volts when the corresponding power line is at 1 15 volts AC. When 
input power is within six volts of 1 15 volts AC, the corresponding LED is green. 
When power is present, but is not within 6 volts of 1 15 volts AC, the corresponding 
LED is red. When no power is present, the corresponding LED is not lit. 

As mentioned above, AC voltage module 406 includes three AC voltage 
detect circuits 504A, B, C, shown in more detail in FIG. 6B. AC voltage detect 
circuit 504A is now discussed in detail; AC voltage detect circuits 504B and 504C 
are substantially similar. 

AC voltage detect circuit 504A includes two comparators Ul in a window 
comparator configuration. In a preferred embodiment, comparators Ul are 
implemented as an LMC677AIM unit, which is commercially available. The circuit 
also includes a current source comprising transistor Ql, diodes D3 and D4, and 
resistors R3, R4 and R5. Two Zener diodes are provided to establish reference 
voltage for the power detecting circuit, and also to provide a midpoint voltage for 
LED DSL 

Referring to FIG. 6A, DC power module 408 includes resistors R40 and R41 , 
Zener diodes Z7 and Z8, and LEDs DS6 and DS7. Green LED DS6 is lit when 6.5 
volts DC is present. Green LED DS7 is lit when 12 volts DC is present. 

Referring to FIG. 4, as mentioned above, test unit 100 includes an El signal 
module 410. El signal module 410 includes two modules: an inbound signal detect 
module and an outbound signal detect module, which are further illustrated in FIG. 
6B. The inbound signal detect module detects the presence of inbound signals (that 
is, signals traveling toward the CTU). The outbound signal detect module detects the 
presence of outbound El signals (that is, signals leaving the CTU). 
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El signals include pulses of very short duration. Therefore, each El signal 
detect module includes a monostable multi-vibrator U4, U5 to lengthen each pulse, 
as shown in FIG. 6B. Each pulse is lengthened to approximately 15 milliseconds in 
a preferred embodiment. In a preferred embodiment, each of U4 and U5 are 
5 implemented as an LMC555CM unit, which is commercially available. 

Each El signal detect module is coupled to the signal lines among conductors 
402 (FIG. 4) inductively by a transformer Tl and by an RS45 communications chip 
U6, U7, as shown in FIG. 6B. Transformer Tl isolates the cabin telephony system 
circuitry, which is at air-frame ground, from the test module test unit circuit, which 
10 is at local ground. In a preferred embodiment, Tl is matching transformer. 

When signals are present, the corresponding El signal detect module lights 
an LED DS4, DS5, as illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 6B. Inbound El signal detect 
module includes a switch SI (FIG. 6B) which is normally in a "normal" setting for 
detection of inbound signals. When switch SI is thrown to "loop-back" mode, signals 
1 5 received from the inbound signal lines are transmitted over the outbound signal lines. 

In a preferred embodiment, RS45 communication units U6, U7 are 
implemented as LTC485IS8 chips, which are commercially available components. 

While various embodiments of the present invention have been described 
above, it should be understood that they have been presented by way of example, and 
20 not limitation. It will be apparent to persons skilled in the relevant art that various 
changes in form and detail can be placed therein without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. Thus the present invention should not be limited by any of 
the above-described example embodiments, but should be defined only in accordance 
with the following claims and their equivalents. 
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What Is Claimed Is: 



1 LA test unit for an aircraft cabin telephony system, comprising: 

2 a pair of connectors for inserting the test unit in-line within the system; 

3 an AC voltage module operative to indicate the presence of an AC voltage 

4 when the test unit is connected to the Cabin Delivery System connector of the 

5 cabin telephony system; 

6 a signal module operative to detect the presence of data signals when the 

7 test unit is connected to the Cabin Delivery System connector; 

8 a DC power module operative to indicate the presence of DC voltage when 

9 the test unit is connected to a seat telephony box within the cabin telephony 

10 system; and 

11 an AC current module operative to detect an over-current condition when 

12 the test unit is connected to the Cabin Delivery System connector of the cabin 

1 3 telephony system. 

1 2. The test unit of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 a relay bank operative to selectively couple the AC voltage module, signal 

3 module, and DC power module to the pair of connectors as a function of the AC 

4 voltage present on the connectors. 

1 3. The test unit of claim 2, wherein the signal module comprises 

2 means for detecting the presence of El signals. 
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1 4. The test unit of claim 3, wherein the AC voltage module 

2 comprises: 

3 an AC voltage detect unit having 

4 a window comparator, and 

5 a current source coupled to the comparator. 



1 5 . The test unit of claim 4, wherein the signal module comprises: 

2 an inbound El signal module configured to detect the presence of inbound 

3 El signals; and 

4 an outbound El signal module configured to detect the presence of 

5 outbound El signals. 



1 6. The test unit of claim 5 , wherein each of the E 1 signal modules 

2 comprises: 

3 a monostable multivibrator configured to lengthen the duration of the 

4 pulses of the El signal. 
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AIRCRAFT CABIN TELEPHONY TEST UNIT 

Abstract 

5 

A test unit for an aircraft cabin telephony system includes a pair of 
connectors for inserting the test unit in-line within the system; an AC voltage module 
that is operative to indicate the presence of an AC voltage when the test unit is 
connected to the Cabin Delivery System connector of the cabin telephony system; a 

10 signal module that is operative to detect the presence of data signals when the test 
unit is connected to the Cabin Delivery System connector; a DC power module that 
is operative to indicate the presence of DC voltage when the test unit is connected to 
a seat telephony box within the cabin telephony system; and an AC current module 
that is operative to detect an over-current condition when the test unit is connected 

1 5 to the Cabin Delivery System connector of the cabin telephony system. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Declaration and Power of Attorney 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 

name. 

I believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled "AIRCRAFT CABIN 
TELEPHONY TEST UNIT" the specification of which is attached hereto. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above- 
identified specification, including the claims, as amended by an amendment, if any, specifically 
referred to in this oath or declaration. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose all information known to me which is material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, 119 of 
any foreign applications) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified 
below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before that of 
the application on which priority is claimed: 

None 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 120 of any United 
States application(s) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose all information 
known to me to be material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 1.56 
which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT 
international filing date of this application: 

None 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 
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I hereby appoint the following attorney(s) with full power of substitution and 
revocation, to prosecute said application, to make alterations and amendments therein, to receive the 
patent, and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 

Alfred G. Steinmetz (Reg. No. 22,97 1) 

Samuel H. Dworetsky (Reg. No. 27,873) 

Robert Levy (Reg. No. 28,234) 

Thomas A. Restaino (Reg. No. 33,444) 

Cedric G. DeLaCruz (Reg. No. 36,498) 

Jose A. De La Rosa (Reg. No. 34, 8 1 0) 

Michele L. Conover (Reg. No. 34,962) 

Christopher A. Hughes (Reg. No. 26,9 1 4) 

Christopher J. Hamaty (Reg. No. 37,634) 

Please address all correspondence to: Samuel H. Dworetsky, AT&T Corporation, P.O. Box 
4110, Middletown, New Jersey 07748. Telephone calls should be made to: Christopher J. 
Hamaty by dialing Area Code (202) 857-7887 . 



Full name of 1 st joint inventor: Robert Michael Blood 




Inventor's signature X Date 



Residence: 11830 36 th Avenue. S.E.. Everett. Snohomish County, Washington 98208-5324, 
U.S.A. 

Citizenship: U.S.A. 

Post Office Address: 11830 36 th Avenue. S.E., Everett Washington 98208-5324, U.S.A. 
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Full name of 2 nd joint inventor: Abed Charamand 
Inventor's signature Date 

Residence: 2375 Walnut Avenue, Upland, Los Angles County, California 91784, U.S. A, 

Citizenship: U.S.A. 

Post Office Address: 2375 Walnut Avenue, Upland, California 91784, U.S.A. 
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